SERMO 


PREACH' D in 


P 


Lambeth Chapt, 


AT THE 


* 


2 
* 


OF THE 
Right Reverend Father in Gov, 


FRANCIS 


Lord Biſhop of St. Aſaph. 
On Sunpar, Dec. "7 1727. 


| [yy ROBERT KILBORN, A.M. 


and Prebendary of St. Paul's. 


Publiſhed at the Command of his GRACE 
the Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury. 


LOND O N: 


Printed for WriLLIAM and Joun INN YS, 


N. 
3. K 


CONSE CRATION| 


| 


| & the Weſt End of St. Paul's. Mpccxxvrrr. 


AAAS 6 W — * - * 0" —— 


» "US 
) R N 6 43 Je > 
» „ Me, $I pos 5nd © 4 $6 
— * ge OP — EY Ts RY 1 9A I OI I a + —— . — —— — — 
P p 5 PR w__ 
— * GH 
— 


rr 
r 


. — ů ů 
* 2 E 8 
— . SS 


— n wa — nn 
* a 2 — = — op afoot hernee fa eat ee 
— A = BY — — — 2223 * rr 
— — — ay by 
DER oo creo cut wy id om ovens A Eee Io oye err tot me nc eo 
\ RIS * 4 
\ \ 


r 


— —U——— — A. 2 —— — 


—— >» 14 wow » — "Ow — * * 
- — Ones, . ²˙¾‚¾ ar 5". . 4 — 
5 — — "UL — — r - —— — —— — 9 — CS 
2 = * — — N = o — - . — — - 


r 0 


— 


7 e 
* 


nN 
— 
- 


* 
— 


CY 
* 
* 
— 
3 
. 


— % 3 = S — * 
1 
1 * . ” 
FLY » _- F 
4 1 4 * 
7 
; 1 . s 
. 14 2 5 , 
* = - . 
0 * . 
5 1 : 
+ 
5 3 . 8 * 7 1 
, 1 k # 7 p N ; ; 
i 
A a ; s ; 
5 4 ? 


* 1 . 
: 1 * 1 . 
Fug * of 
o 8 . 2 + 
4 , 
- 
: oy i © of 
* * 
8 : 7 o 
1 2 
0 . 
a + 9 


s OY ; N 3 . „ * * 
. 7 4 * 
2 S> , 
4 4 * 
4 * 
— . { 
"1 5 > 
> . P 1 
=- £ 9 A * ® 
. » * 0 * * * — 
. F *,% Py E 
5 5 I 0 4 


. 
* 
- 


_---- —— — 


— — — —j4ĩ—ẽ— -’ — — 


MAL. II. 7. 


| The . lips ſhould keep ne 
and they ſhould ſeek the Lam at his 


month - for he is the Rex” +6 T 


the Lord of Hoſts. 


N Prophet, in | cheſe Words 


= recalls a faithleſs: Miniſtry to 
2 a conſcientious Diſcharge of 
1 their Duty, by reminding 
15 of the high Character they were to 


ſupport, and of the extenſii ive Influence 


their Conduct muſt have over all God's 


People. He excites the whole Tribe of 
Levi (for tis with this Latitude the word 


Prieſt is uſed by him*) to a more exem- 


1 plary Degree of Piety and Goddneſs, by 


obſerving to them, * the very Deſign 


Vd. cap. i. ver. 10. cap. i iii. yer, 3. 
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of theis Profeſiion, ” NE acted. 


ment of their Lives, was to make them - 


ſelyes perfect in the Precepts and Ordi- 


nances of God: for they were intended 


as ſo many Repoſitories of religious 


Knowledge, as ſo many Oracles of di- 
vine Truths, to whom the People were 
to have recourſe in all their Difficulties; 
they were the Meſſengers of the Lord of 
"Hoſts, the Expoſitors of his Will, the 


they were, with reſpect tolnſtruction, what 

Kings are with regard to Government, 
God's M. iniſters continually attending 
upon this very thing. Every Failure of Du- 
ty therefore in them was more highly cri- 


minal, as their Obligations to walk be- 
fore the Lord in Peace and Equity were 


greater than thoſe of other People; and 
as every degree of Ignorance or Negli- 
| gence, every inſtance of Inſufficiency or 
Irregularity in their Carriage muſt be at- 
rended with fatal 2 to the whole 
Nation. 


THESE 


cial Judges before whom was to be 
laid every Intricacy ariſing from his Law; | 


131 

Tusk Reflexions were to a wicked 
Prieſthood Matter of deep Contrition 
and Shame: But the Occaſion of this 
| Day's Solemnity makes them to us juſt 
Subjects of Glory and Thankſgiving. 
For when the moſt important Truſts are 
committed to the Hands of the moſt 
able Perſons, they mutually give a Lu- 
tre to each other: and every generous 
Mind feels, as it were, the Pleaſure of a 
Patron, in the Warmth of its Approbati- 
on; whilſt every. true Lover of hisCoun- 
try thinks. him/elf greatly obliged by 
having ſuch Examples drawn into publick 
View, as may moſt effectually provoke 
to virtuous and laudable Actions. And 
every religious Man pays a more chear- 
ful and reſpectful Obedience to God's 
Ordinances, whilſt they are conducted 
with Care and Prudence, Diligence and 
Fidelity. The whole Houſhold, of Faith 
rejoyces, when 4.wiſe and. faithful ſtews 
ard is made ruler over 2 them 

their Portion of meat in due ſeaſon, 


4 


B 2 . 
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Tux Prophet arijed the ſtrict Con- 
nection between Prieſts and People to 
reform a faulty Prieſthood: and the ſame 
Connection ought to be no leſs forcible 
an Argument to the People to value and 
delight in a wiſe and virtuous Clergy. 
In the following Diſcourſe rherefore 1 

mall endeayaur to ſhew, | 


TH, Trar thi Intereſts of Chriſti- 
anity are not leſs nearly concerned in the 
Qualifications of the Chriſtian Miniſtry, 
than the Interefts of rhe Law were in 
thoſe of the Wil avs. af And * 


3 * 


11d, THar the Minittration of the 
Goſpel is attended with at feaſt as many 


and great Difficulties, as was chat of the 
Law. A RS 20 
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A CoMrARISOoN of g this ſort cannor 
be minutely purfued. the Biſpenſations - 
being in their Nature ſo different from 
each other: and the Fewifh Hiſtory be- 
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351 
ing much too ſhort for us diſtinctly to 
know what the whole nene of 
their e was. | MID 


| ; 
wy 


Bur this we know in geworal; that the 
en of the Law was by external 


Ordinances, by Religious Rites and Ce- 


remonies, and peculiar civil Cuſtoms, to 


ſeparate the People of the Jews from the 


reſt of the World: to preſerve them from 
Idolatry, and continue to them the 
1 Knowledge of the one God, till he in his 
own appointed time ſhould ſend the ro- 
miſed ſeed; in whom all the nations of the 


_ earth ſhould be bleſſed. And thelntention of 


the Goſpel is by certainDoctrines and pro- 


miſes to bring Men to the PraQticeofUni- : 


verſal Righteouſneſs: to raiſe in them an 
Expectation of a judgment to come, and 
an endleſs Life after this, and to give 
them an aſſurance that their unfeigned 
Endeavours of Obedience ſhall for Chriſt's 
fake be accepted of God; that they may 
vigoroufly and uniſormly ſtrive to act 
according to the Rules of Life there pre- 
ſeribed them. 


No 
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Now whoſoever will give himſelf leave 


to conſider either the particular State of 


the Jews amidſt the Heathen Nations, 
or the general Depravity of Human Na- 
ture, will be fully convinced that the 
Means choſen to arrive at both theſe 
Ends are adapted and adjuſted with the 
\ higheſt Wiſdom. That is, he will be forced 
to acknowledge, that if the Fews had at- 


tended to their Law they could not have 


fallen into Idolatry, and turned away 

from the Lord Jehovah: and alſo, that 
without it, it would have been to all ap- 
pearance impoſſible for them to have a- 
voided it. So likewiſe in the Goſpel he 
will obſerve ſuch Principles of an univer- 
ſal and compleat Morality laid down, as; 
if ſteddily purſued, muſt produce in Men 
perfect Holineſs and Goodneſs: whilſt 
at the ſame time he muſt confeſs, that 
the Corruptions of our Nature are ſo 
many and ſo great, that without ne 
ſuch a Change can never be expected. 
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To enquire therefore whether a ſet- 


tled Miniſtry be not as neceſſary under 
the Goſpel, as under the Law, is only 
in other Words, to examine whether the 


Teaching and Inculcating the Faith and 


Duty of a Chriſtian, do not as much de- 


mand the conſtant Diligence of a parti- 


cular Order of Men, as the explaining 
the Precepts, and executing the Ordi- 
nances of the Few:/h Inſtitution did. 


Tars ſome Men have forwardly con- a 


cluded they do not, from the different 
Manner in which the Jewiſh Miniſtry is 
deſcribed from that in which the Mini- 
ſters of the Goſpel are mentioned. Un- 


der the Law, ſay they, a particular Tribe 
is expreſsly choſen by Almighty God“ 


from all the reſt of the Jaelites, and 
the Prieſthood confined to the Deſcen- 
dants of a fingle Family, The whole of 


their religious Worſhip is appointed, and 


the Part which every one was to bear 


Numb. iii. 6, Exod, xxviii. 1. 


& 
F 


EY CITY on ann is... + 
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PRO COOPER 2, errant te 


1 

in it ſet down. The f Book of the Law 
is in a peculiar manner delivered to 
their keeping: the Interpretation of 
it made their proper Buſineſs; and to 
their Deciſions in doubtful Caſes, Submiſ- 
ſion is enjoined under the higheſt Penal- 
ties. Beſides, particular Cities are al- 
lotted them to live in, diſperſed over the 
whole Nation, that recourſe to them 
might be. the more conveniently had: 
And that they might in no wiſe be per- 
plexed with the Difficulties, or encumber'd 

with the Variety of ſecular Buſineſs, f an 
ample and honourable Proviſion is made 
for them: ſo conſtituted, and ſo convey- 
ed to them, that they do, as it were, re- 
ceive their Suſtenance immediately from 
God; and whoever with-held it from 
them, was, in the ſtricteſt Senſe of the 
| Words, guilty of Sacrilege and robbing | 

God. 1 Their Ages, P Perſons, Habits, 
together with many other Circumſtances 
relating to them, are with the greateſt | 


T Deur. xvii. 8, 9 Se. ln. 
of. xxi. Deut. xviii. 
1 id. Clerici Ae in Num. xvii. 20. 
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Floß PF. 
Exadtneſs preſcribed: whilſt in the New 
Teſtament theſe Matters are ſo far from 
N being particularly and diſtiatly treated 
off, char yery few of Them. as fo, much 
as mentioned. Whereas, if a particular 
Ordet of Men had been thought as ne- 
cęſlary, it were natural to expect as full 
Declarations Rk regard £9 them. TEE 


0 „L dest ma he the Concluſions 7 
Juperficial ox partial Jugges: but who- 
get will attend. x0. the, Hiſtory of the 
Goſpel, and the Deſi ign of it. will dif. 
Lover. ſufficient. Evidences of the * Inſti- 
tution of a Miniſtry, Will fee a Diſtin* 
Kian, of f Orders aud Offices plainly 
mark'd gut. And withal diſcern, that rg 
haye made à more explicite Plan thereof 
muſt have. retarded the Pr ogreſs of the 
Goſpel, and have been ip 7 5 im- 
practicable. And who does nor ſee, thar 
the extraprdinary Gifts and Graces, with 
Which the eee che Goſpel 
were adornęd, were a far, more glorious 


* Luke n. ae,, 
11a. Eph. iv. 1. 
TAn T Ditſtin⸗ 


* 
. . 
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Distinction, than any the Jewiſh prielt 
hood could boaſt of? To give Health to 
the Sick, Strength to the Weak. and 

Limbs to the Cripple, were ſuch endear- 
ing Inſtances of Power, as could not but 
attract the Reſpect and Love of all the 
Beholders. Whilſt an + Ananias and a 
Sapphira ſtruck dead, and an Elymas con- 
founded with Blindneſs by the immediate 
hand of Hegven, muſt terrify the Hy- | 
pocrite, repreſs the Infolent, and awe 
the Scoffer beyond Imagination. And 
as to the Defence of their Perſons, and 
the Security of their Maintenance, tis 
at firſt expreſsly promiſed by our Savi- 
our. And Obedience, Eſteem and Li- 
berality towards the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel, are by the Apoſtles frequently 
enjoyned, as neceſſary Duties to all Chri- 
ſtians: But to enjoyn Obedience, and to 
give them Power who are to be obeyed, 
is all one. And to inculcate Eſteem and 
Liiberality as much ſuppoſes a Mainte- 
Nance, as if it was Freeride keg 


4 Adds v. xili, 11. 
*. Mat. K. * : 
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Tur they who N hs Goſpel, 
ſhould live of the + Goſpel, is as clearly 
commanded in the New Teſtament, as 
that the Prieſts and Levites ſhould not 
be deſerted is in the Old. Only in one 


Cioaſe the particular Manner in which they 


are to be ſupported is mentioned; whilſt 
in the other it is not. Nor indeed was it 
poſſible it ſhould: andthe Reaſon is plain, 
becauſe the Goſpel was to be preached to 
all Nations. For 'tis obvious to any one, 
that the Manner of Life, and Diviſion of 
Property, and Methods of Trade, are 
ſo different in different Countries, that 
one Manner of providing for the Mini- 
ſters of Chriſt could not ſuit all Places: 
unleſsall the Governments upon the Earth 
had been new modelled as they became 
Chriſtian; and together with them, the 
_ Situations, Climates and Productions of 
each Country altered; for on theſe the 
Forms of Government in ſome meaſure, 
and the Revenues of em entirely depend. 
Asuppoſition to the laſt degree abſurd. A 


$1 Cox. ix. 14. Cal. vi. 6. 1 Tim. v. 1. 
% 6 
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general Command therefore to all ſuch as 


[14] 


became Chriſtiatis F highly to eſteem 


thoſe for their Work Sake who laboufed 


in the Goſpel, and to obey thoſe who 
have the Rule over them, was all thit 


could be expected 


| | Akonest the Jews, the Priefticsd 
was an original Part of their Conſtitution, 
The Diviſion of the Land of Promiſe was 


made accordingly, and the whole Body 


of their Laws formed at once, and up- 
on one Deſign. But where States had been 
long ſettled without any view to a Pro- 


viſion of this fort: *tis plain it muſt at 


firſt ariſe from the voluntary Contribu- 


tions of every one, according to ſuch 


Rules of Equity, and in fach Proporti- 
ons, as each Man's Conſcience directed, 
or his Affections prompted him to. Tifl 
the governing Powers of any Society be- 
came Chriſtian: who might then as pub- 


lick Perſons, do what others had done as 


private ones; and by the Laws of that 


; I wen xii. 72 | Heb, X111, * 


5 Society, 


[1 133 
Society, ſertle ſuch a Proviſion, to be. 
raiſed in ſuch a Manner as they thought 
| moſt for the Honour of God, and the 

real Service of that Religion they 2 
e themſelves Members of. 


A particularManner thete fore of provi- 
Fs for all the Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
being impoſſible, in the Nature of the 
Thing, to be preſcribed: it can be no 
Argument againſt the Nereff ity of a Mi- 
nun that it is not. 


And the ſame Anſwer will ſerve for 
_ almoſt all the other Marks by which 
the Jewiſh Prieſts were diſcriminated 
from the People, And at the fame 


Time ſhews the excellent Wiſdom and 


Goodneſs of Chriſt our Saviour: who 
has choſen ſuch Ordinances only, to di- 
ſtinguiſn his Diſciples, as are in them 
ſelves plain and inoffenſive, ſuch as no 
Nation could be prejudiced againſt; and 
in the Circumſtances of perfotming them, 
_ vis, Time, Place, Poſture, &. has left 
ſuch a Latitude, that every Nation might 
= conta to ſuch Rules of Decency 
as 


AS A oor ed 


[ 14 7. 
as they were poſſeſsꝰd of; which muſt 
undeniably tend moſt to Edification. 


From conſidering this Objection rai- 
| fed againſt the Neceſſity of a Goſpel Mi- 
niſtry at all, from the Manner in which 
it is inſtituted, I ſhall now proceed to 
examine what others have urged againſt. 
the Continuance of it, from Reflexions 
on the Ends for which it was deſign- 
ed. For ſome there are who admit 
that the firſt Preaching of the Goſpel 
required Supernatural Abilities: and 
therefore a Divine Commiſſion or De- 
ſignation by the Spirit was neceſſa- 
ry. And they allow that the Propagation 
of it where it is not known, may require 
extraordinary Talents; that a diligent | 
Choice of Perſons fit for ſuch a Task 
may be proper. But in a Chriſtian Coun- 
try. where the whole Body of the Peo- 
ple are Belieyers, an Order of Men ap- 
pointed by publick Authority to Mini- 
ſter in Holy Things, ſeems to them by no 
means neceſſary, Men may be ſafely 
left to the mutual Inſtructions and Exhor- 
tations of each other, or at leaſt truſted 


to chuſe and authorize their own Tea. 


chers. 5 | LY. 
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Tux Worſhipof the Fewsthey alledge, 
conſiſted of ſo many | Rites and Ce- 
remonies, variouſly adapted to particular 
Occaſions: that had not God ſet aſide 
one Tribe for the Attendance upon them, 
it would have been neceſſary for the 
Jews themſelves to have done fo; it re- 
quiring a long Application to be perfectly 
acquainted with them, and a continued 
Practice to be skilful in performing them. 
It required much Study and Attention to 

diſcover the Reaſons of their Law, in 

many Inſtances: that ſo much of their 
Time muſt be taken up who attended on 
theſe things, that they could follow no- 
thing elſe; conſequently ſome Proviſion 
ought to be made for them. For if the 
Ordinances of the Law had been neglect. 
ed, the Fews would certainly have fal- 
len into Idolatry; becauſe the Nations all a- 
round them being Idolaters, when they had 
loſt the Religion of their Country (which 
they could not continue without a Mi- 
niſtry) it would have been natural for 
them to take up with that of their Neigh. 
bours. Bur 


Bur * the Goſpel Dilpenfirion 
Ang are quite otherwiſe, The Ordinen- 
tes of Chriſtianity are ſo few in Number | 
And ſo ſimple in Kind, and withal fo ſig- 
_ nificantly adapted to the Ends for which 

they were inſtituted, that it requires nb. 
great Time or Pains for Men to be per- 


fectly acquainted with them; Its Do⸗ 7 


crines are ſo agreeable to Reaſon, fo ma. 
nifeſtly tend to the Perfection of uf 

Nature, and the Security of our preſent 
Happineſs: that when Men have once 
embraced it, there is no Danger of their 


ever xelinquiſhing it: or of heir neg- 


lecting to teach it to their Children, 
and their Childrens Children, down to 
the lateſt Poſterity. In a word, the Go 
pel is intended for the Salvation of all 
Men, and therefore the neceſſary Truths 
of it muſt be calculated for the Unders 
ſtandings of all Men. And what every 
one may underſtand, every one may 

teach. What Occaſion therefore. for a 
particular Set of Men to carry on a Bur 


ſineſs which every one is equal tochim 
5 4 telf, 


— 
aA — 


11 
ſelf, who will only, by miſuſing their 
Time and Learning, refine upen the 
plaineſt Things: till by ſubtile Reaſonings 
they puzzle themſelyes, and confound 


their Hearers: Let every Man but have 


his Bible, and read diligently, and act 
with a ſincere Heart according to the beſt 
of his Knowledge, and nothing farther 
is is required of him. 


THis Repreſentation of Chriſtianity 


may appear in it ſelf very plauſible, ma- 
ny Truths being contained in it; and it 
leaves every one ſo much to his own Di- 


rections, that 'tis not to be doubted, but 
the Unthinking and IIliterate will be 


much pleaſed with it. There appear 
ſuch large Encomiums on the Plainne/5 
of Chriſtianity, and ſo good an Opinion 
of Man's Integrity: that they who have 


not ſtudied their Religion, or attended 


to the general Practice of the World, 
may be very apt, from wiſhing it to be 
juſt, to think it ſo; whilſt Men of ill 
Deſigns, who ſee nothing can more ef- 


eb ruin Chriſtianity than the ge- 
D neral 


| 


(18 ] 
neral Belief of ſuch Opinions, will ſpare 
no Pains to > propagate them. 


Tre repreſenting the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion ſo difficult to be learnt, that nothing 
leſs than an infallible Guide is neceſſary, 
has been the Cauſe of the groſſeſt Super- 
ſtitions and utmoſt Barbarity. And the 
deſcribing it as ſo eaſy, that every one 
is a ſufficieut Guide for himſelf, muſt 
end in Confuſion and Infidelity. 


TRE known Maxim, That all neceſſa- 
ry Truths are plainly delivered, will by 
no means juſtify ſuch a Concluſion. We 
may from the natural Notions we have 
of God's Goodneſs be aſſured, that 
whatever he has made zeceſſary for us to 
know, he has likewiſe afforded us fi- 1 
cient Means to know. But the Urgers 
of this Aſſertion intended nothing leſs 
by it, than to fay that all things which 
a Chriſtian is to believe and do are e 

evident. The Goodneſs of God on 
which this Maxim is founded, does not 


in ache leaſt require they ſhould be ſo. As he 
has . 


[19] 

has given us intellectual Faculties, and a 
Power of reaſoning, he may, without 
the leaſt Imputation upon his Goodneſs, 
oblige us to a right Uſe of them. If 

God, in the Courſe of his Providence, | 
has afforded us Inſtructors to cultivate 
theſe Faculties, and Leiſure for the fre- 
quent Exerciſe of them, a more expl- 
cite Knowledge of his Will may be juſt- 
ly expected from us. God has given us 
ſuch a Frame and Conſtitution of Body; 
as makes the mutual Aſſiſtance of one 
another neceſſary to our Support: and 
this natural Connection between us is a 
| manifeſt Inſtance of his great Goodneſs. 
May he not then have made this Con- 
nection ſtill more intimate, by having 
given us ſuch Abilities of Mind, and fo 
proportioned them to the Conditions of 
our Salvation, that our mutual Aſſiſtance 
may be here likewiſe neceſſary? Nothing, 
in ſuch a Conduct, could be ſaid to be 
inconſiſtent with God's Goodneſs. How 
far therefore the reat State of Mankind 
anſwers this, muſt be learnt from Expe- 
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Axp hiv: our Enquiry muſt be, not 
ſo much what Articles are neceſſary to 
be believed to make a Man a Chriſtian, 


as what Means are neceſſary to lead any 
one into the Belief of them. For In- 
ſtance: Every Chriſtian believes that 


Jeſus Chriſt came forth from God, and 
taught us to love the Lord our God with 


all our Heart, and all our Mind, and all 


our Strength: and to love our Neigh- 
bour as our ſelves; and truſts, that if he 
earneſtly endeavours to perform theſe 

Duties, God for Chriſt's Sake will re- 


ward him with endleſs Life in the World 


to come. But are all Men induced to 
this Belief by the ſame Means of Con- 


viction? No certainly; the plain unlet- 


ter'd Countryman ſeeing nothing in this 
but what appears to him very good, be- 
lieves it as ſoon as he is toldſo: and perhaps 
_ chiefly becauſe he is told ſo by one he has 

a good Opinion of, and becauſe he ſees all 
about him in the ſame Belief. And his Faith 


built only on theſe Grounds is ſtedfaſt, 


without Scruple. and keeps him in a 


| ſettled. 
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ſertled Courſe of Goodneſs. - Man 


who! has been more uſed to thinking, and 
examining into things, will have many 
Queſtions to ask before he aſſents: and 
till theſe are anſwered, it will not be in 
his Power to believe; or at leaſt not in 


ſo firm a manner, as to live as a Chriſti- 


an n to do. 


Mens Enquiries about their Religion 
will uſually be anſwerable to their Inqui- 
ſitiveneſs about other Matters: and if 
the Compaſs of their Knowledge extends 


ſo far as to take in Skill in the Langua- 


ges, an Inſight into Hiſtory, and any 
Taſte in the Arts and Sciences, tis na- 
tural to expect their Examinations ſhould 


proceed according to them. And this 
 ſhews the Neceſſity of ſetting apart ſome 


Perſons, who ſhall make the Knowledge 
of theſe things familiar to them, that 
the Miſconceptions of the Half-learned 

may be rectiſied, and the Mouths of 


Gainſayers — 
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Ir we take a View of Mankind: 
will appear that far the greater Part have 
not Leiſure from their particular Callings 
to purſue far, without Aſſiſtance from 
others, their own Thoughts about Reli- 
gion. And many are to ſuch a degree pre- 
judiced by their vicious Habits, that the 


lictle Time they ſpend in Reflexions of 
this Kind, is rather laid out to deſtroy 


the Foundations of Religion than to 
confirm its Obligations. They have too 


quick Apprehenſions to be content with 
Generals, and yet not Time, or Abili- 


ty, or Inclination to dwell upon Parti- 


calars: to remove Objections, clear Dif- 


ſiculties, and ſumm up the whole Account 
of their Obſervations at laſt. The Aid 
and Guidance therefore of ſuch muſt be 


ſought for, as may do it for them. For 


to endeavour to ſtop Men from thinking 


at all about Religion, becauſe they can- 
not think enough, is wicked, and impra- 


 Ricable: and to let. Men bewilder and 
' loſe themſelves for want of Aſſiſtance 


and Motion, is the Heighth « of Cruelty, 
AGAIN 5 
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Acain: If we attend to thoſe who 
are ſtrongly inclined to Virtue and Piety, 
and deſire nothing ſo much as to ſee Re- 
ligion flouriſh : ſhall we not diſcover in 
many a Zeal without Knowledge, and a 
Warmth of Temper eager to introduce 
into the Worſhip of God all their own 
ſuperſtitious Follies, as eſſential Parts of 
true Religion? And what ſhall prevent 
the ill Effects of ſuch Indiſcretion. bur 
a publick Authority? Or what remove 
the Cauſes of it, but faithful and dili- 
gel 1 Inſtruction? Which *tis in vain to 
hope for, - unleſs particular Perſons are 
prepared and authorized to give it. 


Ap this ſuppoſes certain Laws, by 
which ſuch Perſons ſhall be directed in 
their Studies, and have their Qualifica- 
tions judged of; which will never be ef- 
fectual, unleſs proper Governors are ap- 
pointed to ſee the due Execution of them. 
and unleſs proper Encouragements are 
propoſed to all that obſerve them. A 

ſettled Miniſtry therefore is abſolutely 
8 neceſ- 


| 
F 
| 
| 
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: neceſſary for the continuing ſuch a Know- 
ledge of, and Faith in the Doctrines of 


Chriſt, as ſhall be effectual to > the Salva. 
tion of the Hearers. * 


AND when any order of Men are once 


ſeparated for this Purpoſe, upon whom 
can the public Eæhortation of the Peo- 
ple be fo properly laid, as upon the pub- 
lick Teachers? Who can ſtir Men up to 
piety and Goodneſs with equal Force to 
them, who have made the Extent of each 
Duty, the Grounds of it, and Motives 


to it, their particular Study? And from 
whom can the Directions or Schemes a- 
bout Forms and Ceremonies in publick 


Worſhip lo juſtly proceed, as from thoſe 
who will, upon all Occaſions, be called 
upon to account for them? Theſe Re- 


flexions are ſo natural, that they are no 
ſooner made than aſſented to. And theſe 
alone plainly ſhew, that 5 


2. THE Miniſtration of the Goſpel 
is attended with at leaſt as many and 
great Difficulties, as was that of the 
Law, (which was the laſt thing pro- 
| poſed to be conſidered.) ; FoR 
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7 't OR the e Ifiruttion * Eee 
f : 
*S bf the People, are Duties common to | 
155 both: and the compoſe mg. of. Forms for 
public Worſhip, more left to the Wiſ- 5 | 
dom; and Conduct of the Governors of | 
the Chriſtian. Church, than it ever was 
to the Fews;, they. having, as it were, 
A Ritual from God, of all their Service. 
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Wnar Vs the particular Method 
uſed by the Fewiſh Prieſts and Levites, | 
of Inſtructing and Preaching t to the Peo- 4 
ple before the Captivity, can ſcarce be ö 
conjectured; nothing of that ſort being 

recorded, except ſome few ſolemn 7 
Readings of the Law to the whole Body 
of the Jews. But that ſomething: more 
conſiderable than this was their known 
Duty, is plain from the ſevere Reproofs 5 
of their Negligence, with which all 
the Prophets abound; perpetually aſcri | 
bing the Wickedneſs of TY People to 


1 Dour, arri. 11. 8 2 Chron, . 8 | Neb, vie 8. 
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che Idleneſs, Silence, or ill 5 of 
the Prieſts. 


Jos nus indeed and PHH o both 
ſpeak of Weekly Conventions over all 
the Land, for Prayer and Thankſgiving 
to God, and for hearing Diſcourſes up- 
on the Law, and every Duty of Morali- 
ty; by which undoubtedly they meant 
the Synagogue Worſhip of their Time, 
which had a great Reſemblance to that 
we now have. And they carry the Pra- 
ctice as far back as the Time of Mo- 
ſes: But the Texts brought in Con- 
firmation of this Opinion, are fo un- 
equal to the Streſs laid upon them, and 


1 Contr. App. Lib. apathy Out cla dap ts 
dot de N i dv dee £6hudd © 7 M ip uy a 
eagle & & axpramy Te voue bearing cn 2 
q oy Axpic ds & ut A ren. 

t Philo de Vita Moſis, Lib. 3. p. 685. D. E 0 
u da x7! # weder n ðçi 5 F pars pia 

ce 38 i nu dona 2 DMSioxrTQ d mr 208 

a 9 abyey 4 x, ein vw emo 7 
ic Mt *IuFaior rl mT gtroorgiey, 

i Exod. xx. 9- Ley. xxlit. 3. Chald. Pars ad. 

Jud. 5. 9. Pſal. Ixxiv. 8, 
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[27] 
the Silence of Scripture about a Cu- 
ſtom, which it ſeems almoſt impoſſible 
not frequently to haye been mentioned, 
is ſo great, that few have thought the 
Riſe of Synagogues more early than 
the Captivity; when the exemplary 

Miſeries of the Fews taught them this 
Method of cultivating a religious Spi- 
rit, which effectually preſerved _ 
from _— for ever after. 


FEE IO we are at a loſs for ſo 


long a Period, what was the Method 


of Inſtruction uſed by the Jeuiſb Prieſts, 
and though our Knowledge of the re- 
maining Interval between the Captivi- 
ty and Chriſt's coming is very imper- 
fect; yet Circumſtances enough are cer- 
tainly known by us, from whence it 
is ſufficiently plain, that the preſent 
Teaching of the Gaſpel labours under 
many Difficulties hey were free from. 
The Law and the Prophets, the Subject 
of their Preaching, being in their na- 
tive Language, the Genius and Idiom 
* which grew — familiar to 
E 2 them; 


them; but can now be ſcarce —_ 


by the greateſt Induſtry and Attention. 


Figures of Speech which to us feem 


unnatural, Alluſions which are now ob- 
| ſcure, and Arguments which are with 
great Difficulty drawn into Form, ap 
peared to them lively, beautiful, and 
cogent; becauſe the Turn of Phraſe, 
the Places, Cuſtoms and Opinions 
which occaſioned them ſtill ſubſiſted. 


And theſe Diſadvantages, though no 


inconſiderable ones, relate only to a 


part of thoſe Scriptures which it con- 
cerns every Preacher of the Goſpel to 
be well verſed in; a Knowledge of the 
Old Teſtament, and of the Fewz/h State, 


being only as a previous Qualification 
neceſſary to the forming an exact and 
true Judgment of the New, which con- 
tains the Grounds of the Chriſtian's 
Faith, and the Rules of his Duty. This 
calls for the Knowledge of another 
Language; and a Familiarity with the 
Hiſtory of other Nations, where Chri- 
ſtianity was firſt planted, muſt be 
4 had. And when . are attained, by 


cloſe 
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cloſe n we may bl: compes 
tently enabled to underſtand the Chri- 
ſtian Inſtitution, in ſuch a manner as 
to teach its Doctrines with Plainnels, 
and deſcribe its Excellencies with Force; 
and exhort Men to obey it with Au: 
thority. But the Duty of a Chriſtian 
Teacher is extended much farther. 
He muſt not only ſhew the Truth and 
Excellency of the Chriſtian Religion, 
but ſhew. likewiſe that all others are 

falſe or imperfect. And this engages 


him with as many Adverſaries as there 


are Unbelievers, who will all have 
their peculiar Objections to be ſatisfi- 
| ed, according to the different Perſua- 
| fions they have been trained up in. 
What is true in each Religion muſt be 
ſhewn conſiſtent with the Chriſtian, 
for Truth is ever confiſtent with it 
ſelf; and what is falſe muſt be proved 
ſo upon Principles Men acknowledge 
before they become Chriſtians. How 
wide a Compaſs of Knowledge is here 
neceſſary? What a clear Diſcernment, 
what a Facility of Reaſoning requi- 
n red? 


L 30 
red? And together with theſe muſt de 
fonnd ſuch a Sedateneſs of Mind, ſuen 
a prudent Conduct, as may keep thoſe 
who have received the Faith ſound in it, 
that they neither add to it, nor di. 
miniſh it; attended with ſuch a lively 
and exemplary Piety, as may win Men 
over to a holy and godly Converſa- 
tion. A Warmth of Temper muſt. be 
encouraged without Superſtition, and 
an Exactneſs of Judgment without 
Coolneſs of Heart. And if to theſe we 
add, what ought never to be omitted 
by a Proteſtant, the Learning requi- 
fire to diſcover Encroachments and 
Frauds, which have been continued 
for Ages, and concealed with the moſt 
artful Forgeries, and ſubtile Diſguiſes ; 

the Reſolution: neceſſary to oppoſe 
Errors back'd with Numbers, Wealth, 
and Power; and the Foreſight which 
ſych Attempts require, leſt by jndiſ, 
creetly avoiding one Extreme, the op- 
poſite be run into; we may make 
ſome Judgment of the Qualifications | 
to be wiln d for in a Chriſtian Minj- 
fer, 


— 
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ſter, and know how to eſtimate the Re- 


wards and rere N ren, to 
1 Men * to chem. TT 


1 Men . bud reflect * this | 
tifice and Cunning have been ſhewn 
in the Cauſe of Popery; if they would 
bat: confider the Violence with which 
various Sefaries. have raged againſt 
our National Church; the Malicious 
TIndaſiry of ſome to deſtroy. the Grounds: 


of Chriſtianity, and the perverſe Rea- 
 ſonings of others to overthrow: all Re- 


ligion; if they would rhink how inti- 
mare the Connection is between Religion: 
and Common Honeſty, chat if one fails, the 


other can't laſt; they would value a learn · 


ed Clergy, as they value their own Secu-: 


rity; they would pay a juſt Venera- 
tion to the Memories of their pious 


Anceſtors, by . whoſe Bounty our Youth: 
deſfign'd for the Miniſtry enjoy a re- 
putable Leiſure to be laid out in uſe- 
fal Knowledge ; They would be tender: 
of a Conſtitution fo happily contrived 
as ours is to excite Diligence, and re- 
ward 


"my "Mo 
ward true Worth; and ſet the highelt "IF 
Value upon - thoſe Advantages in the 
Purſuit of Learning, which we enjoy. 
and our Neighbour Nations admire and 
| 16 94 FX; C200 DIO 77 7 214+ 44 
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n is our Harp to have nidre: 
Time for Studying in our Univerſities; i 
better Endowments, and: greater F ree⸗ 
dom to encourage it, than any People 
in the World. And tis our Gion, that 
theſe Opportunities have been impro- 
ved to the great Benefit of all Man- 
kind. Error has no where been more 
ſucceſsfully combated, or Chriſtianity 
more purely taught, or the Duties of 
Morality more clearly ſtated, than - hook 
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it 


\ 


ww: theſe * ** are e to 
us, by what alone can- increaſe them; 
a joyful. Proſpect of their ; laſting Con- 
tinuance amongſt us. For what may 
we not promiſe our | ſelyes ..under a: 
SOVEREIGN, to whom the Intereſts. of 


C * and Learning are ſo truly dear 2: 
A So- 


E 33 75 42 
A SOVEREIGN, who ib ths Hap» x: 
pineſs of his People fo much at heart, 
0 who loves our Conſtitution in Church 
as well as State, and has declared the 
Preſervation of them ſhall be his firſt | 
aud chief Care. And, were there Oc- 

caſion for it, Religion and Learning have 
always a ſure and powerful Interceſſor 
with him in his Royal Conſort; a Prin- 
ceſs form'd by Nature to be a Patroneſs 
of Virtue and true Merit, and Herſelf a 
bright Example of every Quality that 
can attract Affection and Eſteem. | 


Wu ar Habpineſs may not our Church 
promiſe it ſelf from the Favour and Peas 
tection of ſo Gracious a Sovereign, bleſ- 
ſed with ſo Excellent a Queen? What an 
Aſſurance have we · from hence of ſeeing 
it flouriſh under the Direction of ſuch 
Paſtors, as are adorned with every Qua- 
 lification ey to inſtrud, defend, 

and govern it? | 


War a Proſpect of - Happineſs ig 
here before us? And what greatly adds 
1 to 
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ſurrounded by a #umerous Iſue who 
give us the greateſt Reaſon to hope they 
will inherit the Virtues of their Royal 
Parents; which is the greateſt Happineſs 
we can wiſh them, or our ſelyes; whoſe 
Religion and Liberties will be always 
ſafe while the King lives, which may He 
long do, or while the Virtues of Him 
and His Royal Conſort ſurvive in aa 
deſcended from them. 


'T Fol a lively Senſe of theſe great 
Mercies our Church enjoys, may ſink 
deep into the Hearts of all her Mem- 
bers, and beget in them a devout Grati- 

tude to the Supreme Author of them, 

an unſhaken Loyalty to their Sovereign, 
and a chearful Readineſs to perform all 
Offices of Reſpect and Love to thoſe 
who are entruſted with the great Charge 
of Watching over their Souls, may God 
of his infinite Mercy grant, through 
Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
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